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363,340 DECARES REFORESTED IN 19503
TO GROW TROPICAL PLANIS.

REFOREST TO HALT FLOOD DAMAGE -- Sofia, Zemedelsko Zname, 23 Mar 51

Soil erosion and floadskave taken a heavy toll in Bulgaria, and the
problem is still acute in the southwestern part along the southern slopes
of Stara Planina, ir the eastern Rhodopes, and along the Mesta and Struma
rivers. The govermment has undertaken an ambitious reforestation program
vhich has been vigorously pursued. In 1947, a toial of 174,929 decares were
reforested; the following year, 234,743 decares; in 1949, a total of 320,000
decares; and last year, 363 ,340 decares. This means that in only b years
more land has been reforested than in all the 60 years immediately pre-
ceding.

Sofia, La Bulgarie Nouvelle, 8 Apr 51

During 1951, the Minietry of Forests plans the forestation of 50,000
hectares of land and the reforestation of about 12,000 hectares of destroyed
forests.

REPORT RIVER-REGULATION WORK -- Sofia, Izgrev, 4 Mer 51

t The Sofia Municipal People's Soviet has commissioned the .Vodstroy
(Bydraulic Construction) Enterprise to carry out the regulation of the Slatine
River in Sofia Okoliya. The river used to flcod the neighboring city districts,
causing major damage. The regulation work is already nearing completion, and .
heavy-duty. dredges are hauling the remaining mud and sand from the river bed.
A large concrete bridge connects the two banks of the Slatina River at the
Botevgrad Highway, where 1,500 meters of the embankment will be protected by
concrete walls.
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TO PLANT TEA PLANTS {MPORTED FROM USSR -- Sofis, La Bulgarie Nouvelle, 22 Mar 51

geveral thousands of tea plants, jmported from the USSR, will be planted
this year in the villege of Kosti, 4n Michurin Okoliya. Last year, 150 young
eucalyptus trees vere planted near Sozopol. The Department of Forests recently
received _[from the USSR3_7 20 kilogrems of bambeo seed, which will be planted
this year in Michurin Okoliys. .

70 IMPORT TRACTORS FROM USSR -- Sofia, Ia Bulgarie Nouvelle, 23 Mar 51

The Ministry of Agriculture plans to import 1,200 tractors, 500 combines,
300 threshing machines, and 200 binders from the USSR during the first half of
1951, Much of ‘the above machinery has already been received.

UNIFORM STATE PRICES LOWER THAN FREE PRICES -- Scfia, Izgrev, i Mar 51

Uniform state prices are much lower than the present free prices. For
example, uniform state prices are 20-25 percent lower than free prices for
textile goods, 16-22 percent for clothes, 30-L0 percent for cotton knitted
goods, and 10-30 percent for woolen knitted goods.




